
This year HOST experienced 

an explosion of new partner-

ships, both stateside and 

abroad.  In the States, Univer-

sity of Wisconsin Colleges Fac-

ulty and Staff, representing 13 

two-year colleges, decided to 

grandfather in two of HOST’s 

most popular Study Abroad 

programs—Nica Mundo,  and 

Peru Universitario—as official 

credit bearing programs 

through the UW-Colleges sys-

tem. Both programs offer 

Spanish and Service Learning 

credit; and curriculum planning 

is underway to include history 

credits as well. Two four-year 

institutions, Xavier University 

and Kenyon College, have also 

partnered with HOST this year 

and are engaged in short term 

and full-semester program 

design, respectively.  

HOST’s partnerships abroad 

have expanded in both the 

academic and NGO realms. In 

Peru, HOST has partnered 

with the non-profit Huarayo 

Association, an organization 

dedicated to the rescue and 

rehabilitation of women and 

children victimized by human 

trafficking in the Amazon. In 

Costa Rica, HOST has part-

nered with the ASIS Institute, a 

wildlife refuge and rehabilita-

tion center and the Danaus 

Center, to engage in the refor-

estation of endangered native 

species. In Nicaragua, HOST 

has united with the Casa Xalt-

eva Cultural Center in its ef-

forts to provide academic en-

richment opportunities for 

children of low-income fami-

lies. In Guatemala, HOST has 

united forces with the non-

profit Semillas de Amor, a chil-

dren’s home for youth trapped 

New Partnerships—Stateside and Abroad 

We hope 2013 has been a joy-

ous and fulfilling year for you.  

It has been yet another year of 

novelties at HOST. With new 

academic and NGO partners, 

new program destination de-

velopments and a new 

webpage—we most certainly 

have kept busy!   

As we gear up for an exciting 

2014 with FIVE NEW pro-

gram destinations: Argentina, 

Puerto Rico, Panama, Colom-

bia and Ecuador, it is im-

portant to take a moment and 

appreciate the advancements 

of 2013 and thank all who 

made it possible. ¡Gracias a 

todos! We hope you enjoy this 

year’s issue of Reflections and 

continue to stay in touch.  

Wishing you a HOSTanding 

close to 2013 and a great be-

ginning to 2014. 

Sincerely,  

HOST Co-founder 2013 Reflections  
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 HOST’s sustainability 

efforts to support Gua-

temalan children caught 

in adoption limbo. 

 Thirteen post-

secondary 2-year insti-

tutions and 2 Universi-

ties join HOST. 

 HOST to open pro-

gramming in five addi-

tional Latin American 

countries. 

 The 2013 HOSTanding 

Educator of the Year is 

UW-Colleges Spanish 

Professor, Valerie 

Mumm-Jansen! 
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HOST engages in profit-

sharing practices with these 

institutions, giving a percentage 

of program earnings to each 

partnered NGO. Donations 

include academic scholarships, 

facility and technology up-

grades, educational supplies, 

food, clothing and financial 

contributions.  

HOST’s latest academic part-

ners, or sister schools, have 

been a very exciting element of 

program development in 2013. 

HOST is currently working 

with three additional sister 

schools: The Pontificia Univer-

sidad Católica de Perú, Peru’s 

number one-ranked University; 

The Universidad Católica Re-

demptoris Mater, in Nicaragua 

and The Antigua International 

School located in the lovely 

UNESCO World Heritage 

town of Antigua, Guatemala. 

These partnerships allow 

HOST’s students to connect 

with international peers and 

engage in coursework and Col-

laborative Action Projects 

(CAPs) with fellow internation-

al students at previously men-

tioned NGOs. (See article be-

low for more details on CAPs). 

These partnerships, both aca-

demic and non-profit, promote 

a strong sense of social embed-

dedness among HOST’s stu-

dents, allowing them to utilize 

and further develop their cul-

turo-linguistic knowledge and 

collaborate with their interna-

tional peers as global citizens. 

Teaching, her dedication to 

meaningful learning extends far 

beyond the classroom. For 

several years, Valerie worked 

with HOST to develop its Perú 

Universitario Study Abroad 

program though UW-Colleges. 

Arriving to Peru this past June, 

she did not sit back and enjoy 

the fruits of her labor, but, 

This year’s HOSTanding Edu-

cator of the Year Award goes 

to Professor Valerie Mumm-

Jansen, Spanish professor at 

UW-Fond du Lac. HOST has 

been privileged this year to 

travel with Professor Mumm-

Jansen. Recently awarded the 

UW-Colleges’ Chancellor’s 

Award for Excellence in 

instead, jumped right in to 

engage in CAP site develop-

ment, serving as a model exam-

ple for her students. At her 

study abroad program’s closing 

reflection banquet, a student 

told her “I wish all my profes-

sors were like you!” HOST is 

truly honored to have worked 

with Professor Mumm-Jansen!  

New Partnerships Continued... 

HOSTanding Educator of  the Year 

cism of service learning, mis-

sion or volunteer work. 3-Way 

CAPs lead to the breakdown 

of both international and do-

mestic socio-economic and 

culturo-linguistic barriers and 

foster a strong sense of global 

citizenry among all involved. 

While service learning is a 

commonly used and under-

stood term among the educa-

tional sector, the very connota-

tion of the word service trans-

mits sentiments of delivering a 

product or service to the poor, pro-

moting a hero-sent-to-save-the-

needy mentality that is present 

in many service learning pro-

jects. With CAPs, however, 

individuals from all institutions 

involved are heroes—all learn-

ing from one another, all con-

tributing to the project’s suc-

cess and all benefiting from the 

intercultural and inter socio-

economical group effort. 

3-Way Collaborative Action Projects—What are they? 
3-Way CAPs is a HOST 

coined concept that involves 

uniting three worlds--schools 

from the States, sister schools 

abroad and a CAP site, usually 

an NGO, orphanage 

or impoverished school.  Col-

laboratively, all three institu-

tions engage in project de-

velopment to meet the needs 

of the CAP site and, in doing 

so, eliminate the so-called 

"hero factor", a frequent criti-
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Two HOST Study Abroad 

participants and HOST’s CAP 

site’s Science teacher “Profe 

Javier” building a much needed 

boys bathroom at the San Lo-

renzo Elementary School in 

Manchay, Peru. 

UW-Colleges Spanish       

Professor Mumm-Jansen 

reading at a HOST CAP Site. 



Sustainability—A Recap and Looking Forward 

Action Research Informs Program Design and Improves the Student Experience 

A Student’s Reflections on Perú Universitario 

This was a great year for sustainable tour-

ism advancements at HOST. Running its 

first green program, Pura Vida Mae, 

HOST’s students worked at an organic 

farm, engaged in endangered native tree 

reforestation and contributed to the reha-

bilitation and care of Costa Rican wildlife.  

Looking ahead at new programs rolling 

out in 2014, HOST will continue to design 

educational travel and study abroad pro-

grams through the use of sustainable envi-

ronmental practices. In addition to its 

upcoming eco-friendly programming, 

HOST will further develop its commit-

ment to sustainable socio-educational 

progress in collaboration with partnering 

NGOs throughout Latin America and 

Spain. HOST is most excited about its 

recent partnership with Semillas de Amor, 

a Guatemalan children’s home for youth 

trapped in international adoption limbo. 

HOST is currently revising their Corporate 

Social and Environmental Responsibility 

Plan, and a major socio-educational ele-

ment of that document will include 

HOST’s projected involvement with 

Semillas de Amor. For example, a percent-

age of the proceeds from HOST’s 

Guateventura program will go to sponsoring 

a Semillas de Amor child’s education, as 

exploring the market in Cusco, 

my favorite moments of this 

trip were building “el baño” 

and playing with the “chicos” 

at the school in Manchay. 

Without our help building “el 

baño”, the school would have 

not received accreditation. I 

didn’t just learn how to lay 

brick and install a toilet on this 

trip, though. I learned to speak 

another language, I discovered 

a new culture, and had experi-

ences I could never have 

dreamed of in the States. The 

experiences I had such as try-

ing “cuy” (Guinea Pig) for the 

first time, going to the cathe-

dral and museums in Lima, 

and the ruins in Cusco were 

life-changing. This trip was 

amazing and has pushed me to 

take Spanish next year at UW-

Stevens Point. —UW-Colleges 

student, Freddy Galley. 

When I first arrived in Peru I 

had major culture shock—the 

people, the cars, and the lan-

guage barrier was all very over-

whelming… I was worried 

what would become of me 

within these two weeks; but, 

this trip taught me so much, I 

had nothing to worry about in 

the first place. While there 

were many great moments 

such as swimming with sea 

lions in the Pacific Ocean and 

identity development as global 

citizens. This new tool was run 

as a pilot in HOST’s Perú Uni-

versitario study abroad pro-

gram with a group of students 

from various colleges in the 

UW-Colleges system. One UW 

student concluded in her jour-

nal: It is not just learning and sight-

This year, in collaboration with 

faculty at Arizona State Uni-

versity and UW-Colleges, 

HOST developed a new self-

assessment tool and journal to 

assist HOST’s study abroad 

participants in the develop-

ment and analysis of their cul-

turo-linguistic growth and self-

seeing. You are helping the locals 

and gaining a deeper perspective on 

your place on earth as a global citi-

zen. Initial findings will be dis-

cussed at HOST’s presenta-

tion, E62: Best Practices in Study 

Abroad and Educational Travel 

Programs, at ACTFL this No-

vember. Look for official  

“I hope I can study 

abroad again, and hope 

that experience can live 

up to this one.” 
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HOST students reforesting endangered tree species in Costa Rica. 

findings at ACTFL 2014: Reach-

ing Higher Levels of Global Citizenry 

Development on Short Term Study 

Abroad Programs: A Case Study.  

Findings will be used to promote 

best practices and provide a field

-ready instrument to both assess 

and encourage global citizenry 

development.   

well as the donation of tablets for Semillas 

children, enabling them to do their home-

work and communicate with the HOST 

students that will travel to Guatemala to 

spend time at Semillas. Learn more about 

HOST’s NGO partner: 

www.semillasdeamor.org. 



HOST 
REFLECTIONS 2013  

Join HOST at the world’s #1 World Language Conference and Expo, 

ACTFL!  Next year’s presentation’s focus will revolve around HOST’s 

three-way collaborative action projects (3-Way CAPs) throughout the 

Americas and Spain. Make sure to attend the presentation to learn how 

you can set up a 3-Way CAPs program for your own school! 

HOST educators receive complimentary ACTFL registration, so put in 

your request early to attend  the 2014 conference, as complimentary reg-

istrations are limited. 

Additional HOST Educator benefits: 

 Competitive Lead Educator Bonuses 

 Exclusive Educator-only Excursions 

 International Sister School Leadership Opportunities 

 Your Trip, Your Preferences Customized Programs 

 Interactive pre-trip culture-immersion curricula 

 Complimentary Educator Travel 

ACTFL 2014 Line-up 

Phone: 765-418-2518 

E-mail: director@hands-onspanish.com 

www.facebook.com/handsonspanishtravel 

www.youtube.com/handsonspanishtravel 

Hands-on Spanish Travel  
www.hands-onspanish.com 

HOST’s Mission: To provide unparalleled high-impact immersion travel experiences for 

secondary and post-secondary students that lead them to assimilate into the target culture 

as global citizens and collaboratively drive sustainable socio-educational progress through-

out developing communities in the Spanish-speaking Americas and Spain. 

Programs opening in 2014 

Host will add five new 11-day, CAP-based programs to its 2014 line-
up. Each program will include all the HOST Way elements: 
homestays, sister school and NGO collaborations through CAPs and 
sustainable culturo-historical, adventure and eco-tourism 
programming. 
 

New 2014 Programs 

Puerto Rico–¡Wepa!        
Ecuador–Go, Go Galapagos! 

Argentina–¡Buena Onda!                 
Panamá–¡Viva Panamá! 
Colombia–Aventura Colombia 
 
New destination inquiries for post-secondary institutions should be 
directed to Lee Ann Silva at director@hands-onpanish.com. 


