
This Summer HOST will run 

its newest program ¡Pura Vida, 

Mae!—an 11-day all inclusive 

experience offering host fami-

lies, socio-educational and en-

vironmental service learning 

projects and hands-on histori-

cal and ecological tours. “We 

are very excited about some of 

our new partnerships in Costa 

Rica, particularly our connec-

tions with the Danaus Ecocen-

ter and the Asis Project, where 

HOST students will have the 

hands-on experience of aiding 

in the rehabilitation of wild 

animals, and the reforestation 

of Costa Rica” states Lee Ann 

Silva, co-founder of HOST.  

¡Pura Vida, Mae! offers students 

the real “Tico” (slag for Costa 

Rican) experience, allowing 

students to explore the coun-

try’s culture through familiar, 

culturo-linguistic, ecological, 

historical and socio-educational 

contexts. HOST students will 

begin their trip by spending 

their first day in San Jose, tour-

ing the beautiful city’s colonial 

quarters and historical centers, 

then students will  travel to 

Sarapiquí to live with their host 

families for five nights and 

work as teacher assistants at a 

local school. After gaining a 

stronger understanding of the 

local language, culture and 

educational system, students 

will begin an ecological immer-

sion adventure, diving into the 

rich flora and fauna of Arenal 

Volcano National Park and the 

surrounding area. Here stu-

dents will see the famous Are-

nal Volcano, visit a banana 

plantation and a butterfly  gar-

den.  See continued story (p.2).    

 

A Macaw in the Arenal Volcano 

National Park of Costa Rica. 

Sustainability at the forefront of  new program 

Dear past, current and future 

HOST educators and students,  

We hope 2012 has been a joy-

ous and fulfilling time for you.  

It has been a very busy year at 

HOST and we are happy to 

share with you the highlights 

of our year in this newsletter. 

We have now opened our pro-

grams up to all Spanish-

speaking countries in Latin 

America and are developing 

new programs for Spain, and 

Portugal. Several of our pro-

grams even offer study abroad 

and dual enrollment credit 

opportunities and we are very 

excited to have entered the 

post-secondary world of cul-

turo-linguistic learning. We 

encourage you to continue 

reading to learn about  all the 

excitement! 

Wishing you a HOSTanding 

close to 2012 and please keep 

in touch!  

A letter from the co-founders 
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 HOST focuses on sus-

tainability efforts 

 Dual credit options 

available for High 

School students 

 HOST program recog-

nized in International 

Academic Magazine, 

IB WORLD 

 Culturo-linguistic pro-

ficiency is a priority 

 The 2012 HOSTand-

ing Educator of the 

year is Teresa Salas! 

REFLECTIONS  

EDUCATIONAL    

TRAVEL THAT MAKES 

A DIFFERENCE! 

Dr. Yas and Lee Ann Silva 



They will embark on several 

hiking trails to observe ani-

mals in their natural habitat, 

go on a caiman-search boat 

ride, swim in the Baldi Hot 

Springs and spend a day at the 

Asis Project, a wild animal 

rehabilitation center, to help 

prepare injured and sick ani-

mals to return to their natural 

habitat. Students will also en-

gage in the Danaus Ecocen-

ter’s program to reforest Cos-

ta Rica and, in doing so, par-

take in one of HOST’s latest 

sustainable tourism objec-

tives—working together to 

leave a negative carbon foot-

print. The trip will conclude in 

the coastal region of Guana-

caste, where students will end 

their stay with a day on the 

beach and finish their experi-

ence off with HOST’s reflec-

tion banquet for students to 

share how they have changed 

lives and been changed 

through ¡Pura Vida, Mae!  

“This trip is a great addition to 

our holistic sustainable travel 

programs. ¡Pura Vida, Mae! 

allows us to further develop 

our core travel components of 

service learning, culturo-

linguistic immersion through 

host family stays, environmen-

tal preservation and socio-

educational progress, so we’re 

very pleased.” remarks Dr. Yas 

Silva, HOST co-founder. 

 HOST’s 11-day, all-inclusive 

¡Pura Vida, Mae! trip will begin 

at $2,950.00 for trips in 2013.  

Euroamericano. Teresa has 

coordinated Peru-based IB 

InterCAS service learning pro-

jects for four years with 

HOST, allowing students from 

all socio-economic levels and 

cultural backgrounds to learn 

more about each other and 

work together to assist the San 

Lorenzo School. Teresa coor-

HOST established an IB Inter-

CAS three-way collaborative 

action relationship in 2009 

with Minnetonka HS in Minne-

sota, Euroamericano in Pacha-

camac, Peru, and San Lorenzo 

in Manchay, Peru. The success 

of this program is owed to Ms. 

Teresa Salas de Sertzen, princi-

pal and CAS Supervisor of  

dinated donation efforts with 

Peruvian publishers to supply 

over 800 textbooks and story-

books to fill what is now called 

the Eurotonka Library in the 

San Lorenzo School—built 

through HOST’s IB InterCAS 

program. Thank you, Teresa, 

for your amazing generosity, 

leadership and vision!  

Sustainability continued...¡Pura Vida, Mae!  

Honoring our HOSTanding Educators 

HOST’s core program require-

ments of culturo-linguistic 

immersion, sustainable tourism 

practices and service learning, 

are complete with credit bear-

ing coursework, incorporating 

written grammar and oral prac-

tice into historical and pop 

culture contexts through ex-

ploring literature and embark-

ing on hands-on excursions. 

Both programs are open to 

High School, College and Uni-

versity students and offer a 

compact alternative to semes-

ter long credit-bearing pro-

grams, as Nica Mundo runs 19 

days in January and Perú Univer-

sitario runs 13 days in June.  

Credit offerings range from 2-4 

credits of Spanish with 1 credit 

of Service Learning.  Do you 

want better study abroad op-

tions for your students? Con-

tact  HOST at director@hands

-onspanish.com  

Dual Credit and Study Abroad options in Nicaragua and Peru 
HOST’s negotiations with the 

UW Colleges Spanish Profes-

sors and staff, particularly UW-

Fond du Lac’s Professor Va-

lerie Mumm, and Study 

Abroad Director, Ms. Tetyana 

Schneider, have resulted in the 

establishment of two new UW 

study abroad programs: Nica 

Mundo, an immersion program 

to Nicaragua (see pg.3) and 

Perú Universitario. Both pro-

grams, while maintaining 
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Ms. Teresa Salas, HOSTanding Edu-

cator 2012, building a quake-safe wall 

for the San Lorenzo School in Peru.  



Nica Mundo: A new study abroad and dual enrollment program 

Culturo-linguistics at HOST—Behind the Scenes 

IB World Magazine Features HOST: Bridging the Great Divide 

HOST’s Nica Mundo program is a 19-day 

study abroad program in Nicaragua—

where the beauty of the land matches that 

of its people. This program allows stu-

dents to fully engage in Nicaragua’s lan-

guage, cultural traditions, family life, ecol-

ogy and socio-educational progress. Nica 

Mundo includes Spanish coursework with 

host family stays; high-impact service 

learning projects; historical tours through-

out Managua and Granada; hands-on cul-

tural experiences such as folkloric dances 

and a visit to an ancient artisan pottery 

village. This program wraps up with 

breathtaking ecological tours by boat and 

land—exploring Nicaragua’s volcanoes, 

islands and nature reserves. 

HOST’s Nica Mundo is a unique study 

abroad experience given its relationship 

with Casa Xalteva–a Spanish school and 

Cultural Center located in Granada, Nica-

ragua. Casa Xalteva provides Nicaragua’s 

children with the tools necessary to be-

come responsible, productive adults who 

can help positively influence their families, 

communities, and country.   

College and dual enrollment credit availa-

ble through UW-Colleges: www.uwc.edu/

academics/abroad.  

 

jects (CAPs). CAPs consist of a 

group of IB students from the 

United States connecting with 

a group of IB students from 

Peru and, collaboratively, 

working together to help out a 

school in need. This particular 

article featured CAPs devel-

oped by Minnetonka High 

School students from Minne-

sota, USA, and the Euroameri-

cano School students in Pacha-

camac, Peru. Both schools 

cooperated for four consecu-

tive years on a series of CAPs 

at a struggling school in 

Manchay, Peru. CAPs includ-

ed: building and stocking a 

school library, constructing 

quake-safe classroom walls, 

teaching English and creating a 

safe and attractive learning 

environment for the children 

of Manchay.   

This past May, the highly 

revered International Baccalau-

reate magazine, IB World, fea-

tured an article on HOST’s 

first IB InterCAS program in 

Peru, Yanapanakuy. Yanapa-

nakuy (which means helping one 

another in Quechua, the native 

language of the Incan people) 

is an 11-day signature HOST 

program known for its three-

way Collaborative Action Pro-

experience abroad. HOST co-

founders recognize the cultural 

empathy and linguistic capacity 

demands of  today’s globalized 

society and actually coordinate 

directly with language school 

providers and visiting faculty 

to customize  the best culturo-

linguistic experience possible 

to ensure the highest learning 

It is a little known fact that 

HOST’s cofounders are both 

seasoned educators. With a 

background in pre-K to gradu-

ate level instruction in Spanish, 

Computer Science and Service 

Learning, both founders are 

committed to offering students 

an unparalleled natural lan-

guage acquisition immersion 

standards, providing hands-on 

learning opportunities, contex-

tualized oral practice based on 

real-life scenarios and con-

structivist-based teaching 

methods for the target culture’s 

literary, historical, political and 

pop culture elements. Want 

your students to be culturo-

linguistically enlightened? 

“It [this trip] opened my eyes to 

a whole other world I didn't 

know existed. I've come to 

appreciate on a deeper level the 

things I have in my life... 

This trip was really life changing 

and I really want to come back 

for another summer.”  

         - Minnetonka HS student 
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“El Gueguense” A Nicaraguan folkloric 

show that has taken to the streets! 

Contact HOST for credit and 

non-credit course options in any 

Spanish-speaking country!  



HOST 
REFLECTIONS 2012  

Join HOST at the following venues in 2013. Visit us at our 

booths and attend our presentations to learn more about 

HOST educator benefits: 

 Complimentary Travel 

 Competitive Lead Educator Bonuses 

 Exclusive Educator-only Excursions 

 International Sister School Leadership Opportunities 

 Your Trip, Your Preferences Customized Programs 

 Customized pre-trip country-specific culture-immersion curriculum 

 Changing the lives of your students—forever! 

2013 World Language Conference Line-up 

Phone: 765-418-2518 

E-mail: director@hands-onspanish.com 

www.facebook.com/handsonspanishtravel 

www.youtube.com/handsonspanishtravel 

Hands-on Spanish Travel  
www.hands-onspanish.com 

OUR MISSION: To provide unparalleled high-impact immersion travel experiences for secondary 

and post-secondary students that lead them to assimilate into the target culture as global citizens and 

collaboratively drive sustainable socio-educational progress throughout developing communities in the 

Spanish speaking Americas, Spain and Portugal. 

Upcoming Programs 2013 

El Sur Vive  
(Malaga, Spain-3 weeks) 
Includes: Host family stays, Spanish culturo-linguistic coursework, Sister school 
exchanges, collaborative action projects (CAPs) at a local orphanage, culturo-
historical immersion touring. Optional weekend excursions: Cordoba, Seville, 
Granada. 

O Meu Portugal  
(Lisbon-3weeks and Faro-1week) 
Includes: Host family stays, Portuguese culturo-linguistic coursework in Lisbon 
and Faro, Sister school exchanges, CAPs at a local orphanage, culturo-historical 
immersion touring. Included excursions (Lisbon): Fundação Calouste 
Gulbenkian, Castelo São Jorge, Basílica da Estrela, Mosteiro Jerónimos, Palácio 
Nacional da Ajuda y Museo da Cidade.    


