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HILLCREST SPACE ACADEMY  

PRE-TRAVEL GUIDE  

 

Tentative dates: June 17th-23rd 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Space exploration is a force of nature unto itself that no other force in 
society can rival. 

       - Neil deGrasse Tyson 
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Dear future Hillcrest Space Academy participants and parents, 

 

My name is Lee Ann Silva. I am co-founder and academic programming director for HOST 

LLC. HOST has run both international and national education travel programs for over a decade 

and specializes in offering hands-on learning experiences for its students. On behalf of all of us 

at HOST, we are so excited to announce that we will be operating the Hillcrest Space Academy 

(HSA) program. HSA is the ultimate hands-on space adventure on Earth! Student participants 

will stand up to the test of simulated space missions, rocket launches and realistic astronaut 

simulators, all while reinforcing National science and math-centered standards (see related links 

for more details).  

 

Included in this packet you will find information on the following: 

- General Space Camp overview 

- HSA description (Your specific program) 

- Camp itinerary  

- Flight Information (subject to change) 

- Fees and Inclusions 

- Lodging 

- Travel Insurance 

- Space Camp resource links 

 

There is limited enrollment on this program, so please read through this packet and process your 

pre-registration in a timely matter to secure your student’s spot. Pre-registration will require a 

$150.00 non-refundable registration fee and the completion of the pre-registration form. HOST is 

paperless for billing, so both the pre-registration form and fee should be taken care of online.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me directly with any questions you may have. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Lee Ann Silva, MEd 

HOST LLC Co-founder 

Academic Programming Director  

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/handsonspanishtravel.com
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Space Camp Overview 

Space Camp® launched in 1982 to inspire and motivate young people from around the country 

to join the ranks of space pioneers who persevere to push the boundaries of human exploration. 

Today, with attendees from all 50 states, territories and more than 60 foreign countries, the 

immersive program continues to challenge young people to dream of a future in space.  

With the U.S. Space & Rocket Center® as home base, trainees have an unparalleled environment 

to spur imagination. Historic space, aviation and defense hardware, along with exhibits that 

highlight current and future programs help Space Camp trainees transcend from, “What if?” to 

“Can do!” thinking and actions. Indeed, Space Camp alumni include NASA and ESA astronauts, 

engineers, scientists and technologists. 

Static displays and unique settings provide excellent areas for classroom instruction while hands-

on training, high fidelity simulations and enthusiastic counselors ignite the singular sizzle of 

Space Camp. Teamwork, leadership, decision-making: from mission control to space transport to 

space station, trainees gain personal and professional insights that profoundly impact futures. 

Space Camp is the brainchild of rocket scientist, Dr. Wernher von Braun. Von Braun led 

propulsion activities that launched the Apollo-era U.S. manned space program and envisioned an 

aggressive schedule for America’s space-bound pioneers. Von Braun, then director of the NASA 

Marshall Space Flight Center, reasoned there should be an experience for young people who 

were excited about space. Under the guidance of Edward O. Buckbee, the first director of the 

U.S. Space & Rocket Center, Space Camp was born.  

Camps are available for fourth grade through high school-age students. Additional programs are 

offered for trainees who are blind or visually impaired, deaf or hard of hearing and those who 

have other special needs. Space Camp programs are also available for adults, educators, 

corporate groups and families. Family programs may include children as young as seven years 

old. 

Space Camp has attracted more than 600,000 trainees since its inception. 

 

Space Academy 

 

Space Academy for ages 12 - 14 is an exciting, five-night adventure that is both educational and 

exhilarating. The program incorporates real-world applications of science, technology, 

engineering and math education. Trainees prepare to become the new generation of lunar 

explorers, with hands-on activities that place them in the role of spacecraft designers/mission 

controllers and astronauts. 

http://www.facebook.com/handsonspanishtravel.com
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Trainees take a simulated walk on the moon in the 1/6th gravity chair and gain understanding of 

what it's like to work in a frictionless environment in the manned maneuvering unit*. They build 

and launch a two-stage model rocket and gain teamwork and management skills at Area 51, the 

leadership reaction course. Trainees are equipped with modern spaceflight knowledge and as 

they prepare to be future space pioneers.  

 

Exciting challenges await in the Space Station Mission Complex. Technically-challenging 

anomalies task trainees to use all their knowledge/teamwork and critical thinking skills to solve 

problems and save the mission! Many fascinating future career possibilities are introduced 

during the week.  

 

Space Academy begins on Sunday afternoon and graduation is on Friday morning. Parents and 

family members are encouraged to attend the graduation ceremony. 

 

*See a video of this unit in operation in the Space camp resources section.  

 

Core Activities 

- Space Mission  

- Mars Mission  

- History of Space Exploration  

- Experiments on International Space Station  

- IMAX or Digital Movies  

- Astronaut Simulators  

- Rocket Construction and Launch  
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Itinerary* 
DATES TBD.  

 

Late pm departure from PHX (All group participants should arrive to the airport 2 hours prior to 

departure.)  

 

Morning arrival to Huntsville Airport 

Space Academy representative pick-up at gate 

Transfer to Space Academy campus 

Check-in 12pm-2:30pm 

Lunch (at Space Camp cafeteria) 

Dinner (at Space Camp cafeteria 

 

TBA (Awaiting Space camp’s detailed itinerary) 

Breakfast Lunch and Dinner Included (BLD). 

 

See core activities on pg. 4 

BLD. 

 

See core activities on pg. 4 

BLD. 

 

See core activities on pg. 4 

BLD.  

 

11:00am Graduation 

Lunch at Space Academy campus 

Transfer to Huntsville Airport 

Return to PHX 

 

*A much more detailed itinerary will be provided upon check-in at Space Camp. 

 

 

Flight Information 
TBD. Most probable airline: Delta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/handsonspanishtravel.com
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HSA Fees and Inclusions 

 

HSA non-refundable registration fee: $150.00 

HSA Program Fee/Tuition: $2,500.00 
 

Inclusions: All itinerary-specified flights, meals (with a beverage), transport, lodging*, travel 

insurance (see Space Camp resources “Custom Travel Insurance”), a minimum of one adult 

chaperone per 16 students, one 24/7 on call AZ-based director. 

 

*Note: All students will be in Space Camp personnel supervised rustic dorm-style lodging on 

campus. Accompanying educators will be located at the Huntsville Marriott, a 5 minute walk 

from Camp. For more details see the Lodging section. 

 

Please note that Space Camp apparel/badges are purchased separately, if you wish, via the final 

registration portal. 

 

HOST is sponsoring one $600.00 Adelante scholarship, per sixteen enrolled students. 

Scholarship applicants must be female and/or minority students. Adelante is meant to further 

encourage and support minority and female involvement in STEM-related fields. Note: This 

scholarship is currently available for DVUSD participants only. See the registration section for 

more detail. 

 

Lodging 

 
All student participants will lodge in dormitory settings supervised by camp counselors by day 

and a security guard by night. 

 

All accompanying lead educators will be lodged in the Huntsville Marriott. Adults will have 

access to meals on campus at no additional charge. Adults are not permitted to engage in camp 

activities. Offsite chaperones will receive a list of activities they can observe at Space Camp, as 

well as a list of kids-only activities. 

 

Travel Insurance 
 

The program fee for Hillcrest Space Academy already includes travel insurance coverage. The 

current insurance plan for this program is CSA’s Freestyle plan. Those wishing to purchase the 

Freestyle Luxe plan, for additional coverage, should contact HOST for further instructions. See 

below for plan comparison details. 

  

Plan Details  Freestyle Freestyle Luxe 

 

http://www.facebook.com/handsonspanishtravel.com
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Plan Details  Freestyle Freestyle Luxe 

Travel Insurance Coverage & Maximum Benefit Limits 
Underwritten by Generali U.S. Branch 

Trip Cancellation  
100% of Trip Cost 

Insured  

100% of Trip Cost 

Insured  

Trip Interruption  
150% of Trip Cost 

Insured  

175% of Trip Cost 

Insured  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travel Delay  

$1,000.00 

(Per Person)  

 

 

 

 

$10,000.00 

(Per Plan)  

($150 Per Person, 

Per Day) 

$1,000.00 

(Per Person)  

 

 

 

 

$10,000.00 

(Per Plan)  

($200 Per Person, 

Per Day) 

Missed Connection  

$500.00 

(Per Person)  

 

$5,000.00 

(Per Plan)  

$1,000.00 

(Per Person)  

 

$10,000.00 

(Per Plan)  

Baggage Coverage  

$1,000.00 

(Per Person)  

 

$10,000.00 

(Per Plan)  

$1,500.00 

(Per Person)  

 

$15,000.00 

(Per Plan)  

Baggage Delay  

$200.00 

(Per Person)  

 

$2,000.00 

(Per Plan)  

$500.00 

(Per Person)  

 

$5,000.00 

(Per Plan)  

Medical and Dental Coverage  
$50,000.00 

(Per Person / Per Plan)  

$250,000.00 

(Per Person / Per Plan)  

Emergency Assistance & Transportation 

($10,000 Limit Applies For Companion 

$250,000.00 

(Per Person / Per Plan)  

$1,000,000.00 

(Per Person / Per Plan)  

http://www.facebook.com/handsonspanishtravel.com
http://www.youtube.com/handsonspanishtravel.com
http://www.csatravelpro.com/jsp/comparepolicy.jsp
http://www.csatravelpro.com/jsp/comparepolicy.jsp
http://www.csatravelpro.com/jsp/comparepolicy.jsp
http://www.csatravelpro.com/jsp/comparepolicy.jsp
http://www.csatravelpro.com/jsp/comparepolicy.jsp
http://www.csatravelpro.com/jsp/comparepolicy.jsp
http://www.csatravelpro.com/jsp/comparepolicy.jsp
http://www.csatravelpro.com/jsp/comparepolicy.jsp
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Plan Details  Freestyle Freestyle Luxe 

Hospitality Expenses) 

Rental Car Damage Coverage 
(not available to residents of Texas)  

$25,000.00 

(Per Person / Per Plan)  

$50,000.00 

(Per Person / Per Plan)  

Accidental Death & Dismemberment - Travel 

Accident  
Not Available  

$50,000.00 

(Per Person)  

 

$50,000.00 

(Per Plan)  

 

 

 

 

  

  

On Demand Medical Care  

 Teladoc (formerly Consult A Doctor™) 

 No Out-of-Pocket Service 

(up to $1,000 within provider network) 

Included  Included  

24-Hour Emergency Assistance Services  Included  Included  

Identity Theft Resolution Services  Included  Included  

Concierge Services  Included  Included  

   

   

   

Registration 

 

Registration for HSA is two part: 1) Pre-registration and 2) registration. 

The first step to secure a spot on HSA is pre-registration. Pre-registration consists 

of filling out the online pre-registration form and paying the pre-registration fee 

($150.00) to secure a spot on the program. After all pre-registration has been 

processed, and the HSA participant list is finalized, each individual traveler will 

receive a unique registration link to complete the registration process. (See the 

step-by-step registration screen shots after the HSA Resources section.) Please 

adhere to the following timeline to secure your student’s spot on the HSA program: 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/handsonspanishtravel.com
http://www.youtube.com/handsonspanishtravel.com
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1) First, mark “going” on HOST’s Communication Center for HSA. This will 

allow you to receive program updates/registration & payment reminders, etc. 

This page also serves as a photo journal once the program begins: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1115544368514354/ 

 

2) By January  1st : 

Pre-register and pay the $150.00 non-refundable pre-registration fee 

to secure a spot on HSA. Use this link: http://www.hands-

onspanish.com/#!hsa/c68v 

 

Applicants (females and/or minority students only) from DVUSD schools, 

that are interested in and qualify for HOST’s Adelante Scholarship essay 

contest should have their 250 word essay typed up before registering. 

Adelante scholarship applicants are asked to reflect on the following 

statement: "May we celebrate our strengths, learn from our battles and make 

progress always." Discuss a time when you were challenged, but overcame 

adversity. How have you grown from this experience? How do you believe it 

will prepare you for your future successes? A segment of the registration 

page is reserved for qualifying applicants to submit their essay. Adelante 

scholarship recipients will be notified and receive their $600.00 scholarships 

in February. 

 

3) By February1st: 

Complete registration for HSA (using a unique link that will be sent to 

you via email) and pay the first half of the program fee $1,250.00). 

Make the first program fee here: http://www.hands-

onspanish.com/#!hsa/c68v 

 

4) By April 1st: 

Make the final program fee ($1,250.00) here: http://www.hands-

onspanish.com/#!hsa/c68v 

 

5) May-June: Pay close attention to the HSA Communication Center updates, 

as flight departures may change. Pictures from camp will also be posted 

here: https://www.facebook.com/events/1115544368514354/  

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/handsonspanishtravel.com
http://www.youtube.com/handsonspanishtravel.com
http://www.hands-onspanish.com/#!hsa/c68v
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HSA Resources 
 

HSA webpage: pre-registration, payments and camp info: http://www.hands-

onspanish.com/#!hsa/c68v 

 

HSA Communication Center: https://www.facebook.com/events/1017234678339416/ 

 

Custom Travel Insurance (Freestyle plan): www.csatravelpro.com/20141110  

 

HSA Program Guide (produced by Space Camp): http://www.spacecamp.com/programguide 

 

Manned Maneuvering Unit: http://www.spacecamp.com/glossary/term/16 

 

HSA promotional video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4S5OrezKvU 

 

HSA packing list: http://www.spacecamp.com/docs/NEW_MBK2015.pdf 

http://www.facebook.com/handsonspanishtravel.com
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http://www.hands-onspanish.com/#!hsa/c68v
http://www.hands-onspanish.com/#!hsa/c68v
https://www.facebook.com/events/1017234678339416/
http://www.csatravelpro.com/20141110
http://www.spacecamp.com/programguide
http://www.spacecamp.com/glossary/term/16
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4S5OrezKvU

