
This year HOST’s Peru direc-

tor, Cathy Perez Kodak, posed 

the question Why not take stu-

dents to the States for an immersion 

experience?  And so began the 

development of USA Jr. Acad-

emy Southwest (UJAS).  

Cathy is currently promoting 

UJAS in dozens of prestigious 

schools throughout Lima, Pe-

ru, with plans to run an UJAS 

pilot program in February. 

UJAS is a month-long immer-

sion experience in which  par-

ticipants will attend prestigious 

schools throughout  Greater 

Phoenix , participate in tours 

and faculty-directed seminars 

at Arizona State University, 

realize 9 hours of collaborative 

action projects with their new 

sister school peers and live 

with host families from their 

sister school. Students will also 

experience the best of Los 

Angeles: Hollywood, Universal 

Studios and Disneyland. The 

program finishes with HOST’s 

signature Closing Reflection 

Banquet on the Queen Mary 

ship in Long Beach, CA.  

Current UJAS-hosting sister 

schools are  Bourgade Catholic 

High School and Imagine Prep, 

with Arizona State University’s 

Herberger Young Scholars 

Academy on the horizon. 

Plans are currently underway to 

establish an UJAS directorship 

in Ecuador and Costa Rica.  

By 2017, HOST anticipates 

running exchange programs 

through which sister schools 

from the United States and 

Latin America will take turns 

hosting their global citizen 

peers, allowing students, fami-

lies and entire learning commu-

nities to benefit from a full-

circle cultural exchange.  

Global Perspectives Come Full-Circle with USA Jr. Academy Southwest 

We hope 2015 has been a suc-

cessful year for all.  

This year we focused on 

strengthening intercultural 

relationships and expanding 

our interdisciplinary program 

offerings. We have done quite 

a bit of innovative work on our 

Global Citizen Cyberpal pre-

program exchange, as well as 

the release of our USA Jr. 

Academy Southwest program, 

which  allows our sister school 

partners abroad to complete a 

full circle exchange and come 

to the United States.  

Our first interdisciplinary pro-

gram this year, Pura Vida Bio-

CAPs was a great success, with 

all participants giving the pro-

gram a perfect overall trip 

experience score. We hope 

Ecuaventura and Kawsay Pa-

cha continue the trend!  

See you again on our 10th an-

niversary next year! Wishing all 
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 Ecuaventura Global 

Citizen Cyberpals 

(GCC) is up and run-

ning.  

 Hands-on research in 

the Amazon? Yes, 

please! 

 The 2015 HOSTanding 

Educator of the Year is 

Minnetonka High 

School’s Tim Felty. 

 HOST phases in Ade-

lante Scholarship, sup-

porting girls and minor-

ities with interests in 

STEM-related fields. 

REFLECTIONS  

EDUCATIONAL    

TRAVEL THAT MAKES 

A DIFFERENCE— 

#TheHOSTWay! 

HOST co-founders 

Lee Ann Silva, MEd  

Yas Silva, PhD 

a HOSTanding year!           

Sincerely, Your HOST Family 



Completing all aspects of a scientific 

investigation in 3 jam-packed days is 

obviously a challenge.  But more 

surprising for this college teacher was 

that the total immersion these stu-

dents experienced in the jungle and 

their projects made enthusiasm levels 

insanely high.  My only job was to 

channel all of that energy to make 

sure everyone was being safe and 

moving forward efficiently.  To do 

this, communication was key.  I 

found that each group needed to 

share ideas and concerns with me 

several times a day to  make sure 

they were making good progress.  

Finally, our nightly, post-dinner 

round-table discussions among the 

entire group were really effective at 

reinforcing key points and showing 

students the common problems en-

countered in the scientific process.   

What will you do differently on 

the next BioCAP program?  I 

think getting the group better pre-

pared for the scientific investigations 

before we travel would allow things to 

go even more smoothly. 

Tell us about one of your fa-

vorite moments on the pro-

gram. The poster session was full of 

moments that reminded me why I 

am a teacher.  For example, I found 

one student at her poster jumping up 

and down squealing— This is the 

coolest thing I have ever done!  

Hupton and Johnson will lead 

BioCAPs in Costa Rica this 

Summer, with plans for  Bio-

CAP programming in the Pe-

ruvian Amazon in 2017. 

-linguistic immersion curricu-

lum to be used within the 

classroom. Monthly discus-

sions revolving around global 

citizenry development, culture-

specific celebrations and envi-

ronmental issues engage stu-

dents from both institutions 

and foster a pre-travel bond. 

GCC allows students to gain 

A new pre-programming ele-

ment for HOST, Global Citi-

zen Cyberpals (GCC), allows 

HOST students to connect 

with their program’s sister 

school’s students online before 

they meet in person. GCC can 

be run as an extra-curricular 

club or as part of a global citi-

zenry development and culturo

culture-specific pre-program 

knowledge by discussing edu-

cational, socio-cultural and 

environmental concepts and 

challenges of each country. 

Students engage in Spanish and 

English online and then con-

nect in person, allowing them 

the opportunity to further en-

rich their learning. 

Q&A with HOST’s BioCAP directors 

Ecuaventura Global Citizen Cyberpals Connect 
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HOSTanding Educator of  the Year: Tim Felty 

The 2015 HOSTanding Educa-

tor award goes to Minnetonka 

High School’s Spanish depart-

ment chair, and long-time 

HOST educator, Tim Felty. 

Tim’s leadership this year, 

along with massive community 

support and great student initi-

ative, led to a record-setting 

donation of $6,670.00 in Peru, 

which was divided between 

San Lorenzo de Manchay, a 

shanty town school on the 

outskirts of Lima, and El Ho-

gar San Pedro, a girls’ orphan-

age in Cuzco. Tim exemplifies 

#TheHOSTWay in and out-

side of the classroom, leading 

by his own example of global 

citizenship. His dedication to 

socio-educational progress has 

transformed the lives of his 

own students and those 

abroad, for years to come.  

This past Summer HOST’s 

Pura Vida BioCAP directors, 

husband and wife team, biolo-

gists Gina Hupton and Chad 

Johnson, directed HOST’s first 

BioCAP program, with stu-

dents from Arizona State Uni-

versity’s Herberger Young 

Scholar’s Academy (HYSA). 

Let’s hear how it went: 

What was your role on the 

program?  I led the BioCAP 

research projects— challenging stu-

dent teams to ask and answer re-

search questions about the biodiversi-

ty they observed.   

What was the most challenging 

aspect of the program? How 

did you overcome this? 

Tim with leadership from               

San Lorenzo School. 



Corporate Social and Environmental Responsibility Updates 

HOST-inspired research in Peru’s education sector 

Student Reflections by Karaline Petty 

Sustainable programming elements in 

Peru included literacy development pro-

jects and continued quake-safe wall-

building at the San Lorenzo School. A 

new partnership with Lima’s contempo-

rary artist, Rodrigo Ghattas, led to the 

design of a performance stage and patio at 

the school, painted by HOST’s sister 

schools, Minnetonka High School and 

Colegio Euroamericano. In Cuzco, HOST 

and Minnetonka High School united fi-

nancial support to fund a computer labor-

atory for a girls orphanage, consisting of 

12 new laptops and additional funds for 

software.                                                 

In Costa Rica, profit-sharing with the 

Sarapiqui Conservation and Learning Cen-

ter (SCLC) led to the donations of fully-

stocked backpacks to students in need, a 

myriad of science-centered research instru-

ments and funding for free transportation 

to rural community members—granting 

them access to the SCLC for its free com-

puting and English coursework. 

In Ecuador, agreements were reached be-

tween HOST and the Charles Darwin Re-

search Station, which will receive 5% of 

HOST’s Ecuaventura program earnings in 

exchange for hands-on volunteer opportu-

nities on the Galapagos. On the mainland, 

HOST continues to explore, along with its 

ty of being responsible for 
myself, but through interac-
tions with my peers, teachers, 
the HOST guide, and the lo-
cals, I was able to get back my 
confidence and eagerness for 
the day’s activities.  
As soon as 4 months after the 
trip, I have plans for a mission 
trip in Mexico, a lecture series 
in Colorado, and a study 
abroad program in Ireland. I 

cannot thank HOST enough 
for the opportunity and confi-
dence they have given me and 
hope that others get as much 
out of it as I did.  
 
Thank you! 
Karaline Petty 
Arizona State University  
Herberer Young Scholar 
Aacademy student 

I have been on 4 trips to Cen-
tral America, but the oppor-
tunity provided by the HOST 
BioCAPS program was un-
matched. That trip confirmed 
my passionate love of travel. I 
have always loved travel, even 
the airports, but before I went 
with HOST I had never trav-
elled without my parents be-
fore, and I was a little nervous. 
The first night, I felt the anxie-

educational management and 

intercultural learning among 

5th graders at San Lorenzo 

School in Manchay, Peru, one 

of HOST’s Collaborative Ac-

tion Project (CAP) sites. Cathy 

is specifically looking at how 

intercultural learning plays a 

role in pedagogy, administra-

HOST director, Cathy Perez 

Kodak, oversees and runs all 

Peru-centered programs: 

Yanapanakuy, Perú Universi-

tario, Perú Real, UJAS, and 

soon to be released, Kawsay 

Pacha. As part of her thesis 

work, Cathy is currently study-

ing the relationship between 

tion and sense of community 

at San Lorenzo. HOST’s first 

technical report, Reaching Higher 

Levels of Global Citizenry Develop-

ment on Short-term Study Abroad 

programs: A Case Study (L. Silva, 

V. Mumm-Jansen), serves as the 

mother manuscript for this 

research project. Cathy’s study 

“...the opportunity provided by 

the HOST BioCAPS program 

was unmatched.”  
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will further help HOST under-

stand the direct impact its pro-

grams have on CAP site students 

and their educational environ-

ment. In addition, it will aid in 

expanding HOST’s CAP model 

to other programs within Peru’s 

education sector. Findings are 

anticipated for release in 2016.  

sister school, Colegio Becquerel, possible 

NGO partnerships in Quito for next Sum-

mer’s Collaborative Action Projects. 

Stateside, HOST has committed to 10% 

profit-sharing with two local schools that 

will host USA Jr. Academy Southwest 

(UJAS) students from South America. Do-

nated funds will be allocated to school 

clubs that foster Global Citizenry develop-

ment. Finally, with more STEM-related 

elements on BioCAP programs, HOST 

launched its first scholarship program, Ade-

lante, for female and/or minority students, 

to encourage and support their involve-

ment in STEM-related fields. See pg. 4.    



HOST 
REFLECTIONS 2015  

HOST’s first BioCAP program was initiated in 2014. After transitioning to offer these 

interdisciplinary programs, HOST leadership realized the great need to encourage girls 

and minority students to explore STEM fields from a young age, with the hope of 

changing both the conscious and unconscious biases that discourage them from devel-

oping STEM interests into successful careers.  

HOST débuted its Adelante scholarship on September 16th this year to parents and 

students attending a Space Camp meeting at a local school, Hillcrest Middle School, in 

Glendale, Arizona.  Spearheaded by Hillcrest’s STEM teacher, Jeff Herold, and operat-

ed by HOST, Hillcrest Space Academy (HSA) was selected to be the first program to 

offer the Adelante scholarship. “We wanted to start local,” stated HOST co-founder, 

Lee Ann Silva.  She further stated: “If we all would start fostering the STEM-related 

skill sets of girls and minorities in our own schools,  we could have a drastic impact on 

shifting the demographic of future leadership in those fields. Increased diversity will 

bring new perspectives that are crucial to solving many of the STEM-related challenges 

our World faces today.” 

HOST is sponsoring two $600.00 Adelante scholarships, covering one quarter of the 

HSA program fee. Selected Adelante scholarship recipients will be announced at Hill-

crest Middle School this December. Interested applicants must submit an essay reflect-

ing on the following quote: "May we celebrate our strengths, learn from our battles and 

make progress always." Students are encouraged to discuss a time when they overcame 

adversity and how that challenge prepares them for future successes.  

Adelante Scholarship for Girls and Minority Students in STEM-centered Programs 

www.facebook.com/handsonspanishtravel 

www.youtube.com/handsonspanishtravel 

Comments/Questions?  

Call: 7654182518 Skype: host-usa 

Email: director@hands-onspanish.com  

Hands-on Spanish Travel (HOST)  
www.hands-onspanish.com 

HOST’s Mission: To provide unparalleled high-impact immersion travel experiences for 

secondary and post-secondary students that lead them to assimilate into the target culture 

as global citizens and collaboratively drive sustainable socio-educational progress through-

out developing communities around the World.  

For release in 2016: Kawsay Pacha 

HOST’s next Bio-CAP option is in Peru. This program, Kawsay 
Pacha (meaning “creative life force of the World”, in Quechua), 
encompasses the complete HOST Way model, including sister school 
exchanges, Collaborative Action Projects, hands-on ASU faculty-
directed research in the Amazon, and sustainable tourism in Lima, 
Cuzco and the Tambopata National Reserve.   


