
This Spring HOST plans to 

unveil their new Costa Rican 

eco-immersion, service learn-

ing-based travel program, ¡Pura 

Vida, Mae! at the Central States 

Conference on the Teaching of 

Foreign Languages. This pro-

gram offers the same compo-

nents of HOST’s  Perú Real 

program. It is an 11-day, all 

inclusive experience offering 

host families, service learning 

and hands-on tours. “We are 

very excited about some of our 

new partnerships in Costa Ri-

ca, particularly our connections 

with the Danaus Ecocenter 

and the Asis Project, where 

HOST students will have the 

hands-on experience of aiding 

in the rehabilitation of wild 

animals, and the reforestation 

of Costa Rica” states Lee Ann 

Silva, co-founder of HOST.  

¡Pura Vida, Mae! offers students 

the real “Tico” experience. 

HOST students will begin their 

trip by spending their first 

evening in San Jose, touring 

the beautiful city’s colonial 

quarters and historical centers, 

then students will  travel to 

Sarapiquí to live with their host 

families for 5 nights and realize 

service learning projects in a 

local school. After being im-

mersed in service, students will 

begin an ecological immersion 

adventure, diving into the rich 

flora and fauna of the Arenal 

Volcano National Park and the 

surrounding area. Here stu-

dents will see the famous Are-

nal Volcano, visit a banana 

plantation and a butterfly  gar-

den. See continued story: ¡Pura 

Vida, Mae! on pg. 2.    

A majestic Macaw in the Arenal 

Volcano National Park of Costa 

Rica. 

HOST to unveil Service Learning Immersion Trip to Costa Rica! 

Dear past, current and future 

HOST educators and students, 

We hope this holiday season 

finds you all well and enjoying 

your time with family and 

friends. 

From our family to yours, we 

wish you a wonderful year’s 

end and a great new beginning 

as 2012 unfolds.  

Please keep the children and 

families of our service sites in 

your thoughts as this time of 

year can be particularly difficult 

for those who find themselves 

living below the poverty 

threshold.  

We look forward to hearing 

from you and hope to recon-

nect soon!                                                             

- Lee Ann and Dr. Yas Silva 
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They will embark on several 

hiking trails to observe ani-

mals in their natural habitat, 

go on a caiman-search boat 

ride, swim in the Baldi Hot 

Springs and spend a day at the 

Asis Project, a wild animal 

rehabilitation center, to help 

prepare injured and sick ani-

mals to return to their natural 

habitat. Students will also en-

gage in the Danaus Ecocen-

ter’s program to reforest Cos-

ta Rica and, in doing so, par-

take in sustainable tourism 

practices. The trip will con-

clude in the coastal region of 

Guanacaste where students will 

end their stay with a day on the 

beach and continue the tradi-

tion of a HOST reflection ban-

quet for students to share how 

they have changed lives and 

been changed through ¡Pura 

Vida, Mae!  

“This trip is a great addition to 

our established Peruvian pro-

grams. We’ve been searching 

for some time to find a closer 

[to the USA] travel experience 

in order to offer a more eco-

nomical trip and Costa Rica 

allows us to continue our core 

components of service learn-

ing, homestays and historical/

ecological immersion at a lower 

cost to our travelers,” remarks 

Dr. Yas Silva, HOST co-

founder. 

 HOST’s 11-day, all-inclusive 

¡Pura Vida, Mae! trip will begin 

at $2,950.00 from select air-

ports of departure. 

Ann Silva contributed months 

of their time together helping 

to reunite siblings at the or-

phanage, teach English, aid 

teachers and improve facilities.  

The PPA served as HOST’s 

main service site until the 

H1N1 outbreak, when, due to 

governmental restrictions, all 

It is a little known fact that the 

service learning foundation of 

HOST’s programs dates back 

to the college years of its co-

founders, where they realized 

service projects at the largest 

orphanage in South America, 

El Puericultorio Perez Arani-

bar (PPA), located in Lima, 

Peru. Here, both Yas and Lee 

temporary foreign aid pro-

grams under HOST were ter-

minated at the PPA. Just this 

past November, however, 

HOST received word that reg-

ulations have changed, and it 

will once again establish service 

learning projects at the PPA! 

¡Pura Vida, Mae! continued... 

HOST to reconnect with initial service site  

and ecological/historical tours. 

The first program is scheduled 

to run in June of 2013 and will 

be open to all University of 

Wisconsin and Wisconsin Col-

lege students.   

The program will offer two 

Spanish credits and one credit 

of service learning. The pro-

gram will take place in both 

Lima and Cuzco, providing 

students with a fair balance of 

city and rural life with ruin 

exploration and Andes moun-

tain hiking!  

HOST is currently looking for 

additional partners in Higher 

Education to expand its credit-

bearing program to other post-

secondary institutions. Contact 

HOST co-founder, Lee Ann 

Silva for more information! 

Perú Universitario—an official Study Abroad program    

This past year HOST began 

negotiations with UW-Fond du 

Lac Spanish Professor, Ms. 

Valerie Mumm, to establish a 

credit-bearing, service learning 

and culturo-linguistic immer-

sion study abroad program 

whereby students can advance 

their college studies in Peru! 

The 11-day program will offer 

the classic HOST components 

of service learning, homestays 

El  Puericultorio Perez 

Aranibar is the largest 

orphanage in South 

America, housing over 

500 boys and girls.  
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The children of  San Lorenzo School in Manchay, Peru 

San Pedro orphan girls receive assistance 

International Baccalaureate of  the Americas 

Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 

HOST’s first collaborative 

action school, El Colegio San 

Lorenzo de Manchay, is ap-

proaching its 4th year of sup-

port and academic materials 

from HOST-related service 

learning trips. Within the past 

three years, HOST has coordi-

nated the donation of 

$4,400.00, thanks to participat-

ing schools, like Minnetonka 

HS and Euroamericano 

School. These funds have con-

tributed to the building of the 

San Lorenzo library, Euroton-

ka, the donation of nearly 

1,000 library books and the 

initial construction of a school 

boundary wall. HOST student 

ambassador, Olivia Lott, stat-

ed, “It was so powerful to see 

the transformation take place 

from one year to the next. The 

school [San Lorenzo] has come 

so far.”  

In their annual “Show of Grat-

itude” students of San Lorenzo 

(right) show their appreciation 

with smiles and dances.  

relationships with many educa-

tors and administrators inter-

ested in engaging their students 

in service learning travel, par-

ticularly in HOST’s IB-focused 

travel program, Yanapanakuy.  

An IB student, Grace Garvey-

Hall, spoke fondly of her 

Yanapanakuy experience stat-

ing, “ We gained a new per-

spective on the World that a 

lot of people will never 

have...and nobody on the trip 

will ever forget it!” 

HOST looks forward to con-

tinued networking opportuni-

ties next July at the 2012 IB of 

the Americas Conference in 

Quintana Roo, Mexico.  

This past July, HOST present-

ed and exhibited at the IB of 

the Americas conference in 

San Antonio, TX. With at-

tendees from North, Central 

and South America, it was very 

well-attended and proved to be 

a fitting conference for HOST 

in the years to come.  

HOST was able to establish 

gienic supplies and athletic 

equipment to the orphanage 

that is home to over 50 young 

girls, ages 4-17. “The relation-

ship just makes sense,” states 

co-founder, Lee Ann Silva, 

“Our hotel in Cuzco sends its 

profits to the orphanage, but 

we wanted to make a more 

hands-on contribution.”  

HOST has officially incorpo-

rated the San Pedro Orphanage 

in their Yanapanakuy travel 

program. Now, HOST stu-

dents have the opportunity to 

continue their service efforts in 

a new environment—the Incan 

capital of the World, Cuzco. 

This past year students donat-

ed warm clothing, dolls, hy-

Most of the girls at the orphan-

age come from abusive or ne-

glectful homes and will spend 

their lives being raised and 

educated at San Pedro, where 

they will receive scholarships 

to eventually continue on to 

college for a more promising 

future. 

“IB sister schools 

through HOST offer a 

very unique connection 

for the IB vision of 

Creativity, Action and 

Service.” - Teresa 

Salas, IB teacher, Peru. 

Page 3   Volume 5,  I ssue 1  
12/5/2011  



HOST 
REFLECTIONS 2011  

This coming March HOST will be presenting in Milwaukee at the Central States Conference on the Teaching of 

Foreign Languages at the exhibitor workshop “ Yanapanakuy: Establishing a Peruvian sister school curriculum 

and travel program” In the 50-minute interactive presentation, HOST co-founder, Lee Ann Silva, will explain the 

steps necessary to establish a Peruvian service learning sister school curriculum  compatible for levels K-16. After 

reviewing several sample lesson plans, participants will walk through the final performance-based assessment –a 

service learning-based trip to their sister school site where students will be able to connect up with Peruvian stu-

dents to realize a service learning project together—putting their culturo-linguistic skills to the ultimate test!  

The presentation will be complete with an interactive Peruvian Highland Carnavales dance, and a Peruvian artisan 

crafts drawing.  

Meet us at CSCTFL 

Friday, March 9th at 5pm to learn 

more!  

JOIN HOST at CSCTFL this March 

Phone: 765-418-2518 

E-mail:director@hands-onspanish.com 

www.facebook.com/handsonspanishtravel 

www.youtube.com/handsonspanishtravel 

Hands-on Spanish Travel  

22617 North 72nd Drive 

Glendale, AZ 85310 

OUR MISSION: To immerse HOST educators and their students in unparalleled culturo-linguistic experiences by engag-

ing them in family life, hands-on historical and ecological tours and life-transforming service learning projects. 


