
HOST’s programs have always 

maintained an interdisciplinary 

approach, with programming 

elements revolving primarily 

around culturo-linguistics, his-

tory and environmental studies.   

This year HOST took interdis-

ciplinary programming to the 

next level by including ecology 

and biology-based Collabora-

tive Action Projects (Bio-

CAPs). CAPs is a HOST-

coined programming element 

through which students from 

traveling groups connect up 

with students from a hosting 

school to engage in what, tradi-

tionally, have been socio-

educational progress–based 

projects. This year HOST is 

offering its first BioCAP pro-

gram, in which students will 

execute research projects and 

join in on environmental edu-

cation activities with partnering 

schools abroad. The first Bio-

CAP is scheduled to run in 

Costa Rica in July of 2015. 

Students from the Herberger 

Young Scholars Academy 

(HYSA) will realize BioCAP 

research projects and related 

activities under the direction of 

Arizona State University facul-

ty researcher, Chad Johnson, 

and ecology outreach educa-

tion specialist, Gina Hupton 

(p.2). BioCAPs will take place 

in the Sarapiqui rainforest and 

will involve up to 25 “junior 

researchers” from a local ele-

mentary school. Local students 

and HYSA students will pre-

sent their findings and newly 

acquired knowledge to regional 

naturalists and biologists at a 

poster consortium at the end 

of their three-day BioCAP 

segment, with Spanish as the 

mode of communication, and 

An interdisciplinary approach to programming 

We hope 2014 has been a joy-

ous and fulfilling year for you.  

It has been a great year for 

HOST with new programming 

destinations and  international 

partners. 

The most exciting advance-

ment this year is related to the 

interdisciplinary programming 

emphasis that is currently be-

ing developed for two pro-

grams: Pura Vida BioCAPs in 

Costa Rica and Ecuaventura, 

exploring the Andes and Gala-

pagos Islands of Ecuador.  We 

would like to extend a special 

thank you to educators Jennie 

Frazier, Gina Hupton and 

Chad Johnson for making 

these two programs a reality.  

Wishing all a HOSTanding 

close to 2014 and a meaningful 

2015. 

Sincerely,  

Your HOST family. 
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Newsletter Highlights 
 

 Sustainability efforts to 

support women entre-

preneurs in Peru. 

 Students perform re-

search with a local sister 

school in the Costa 

Rican rainforest. 

 The 2014 HOSTanding 

Educator of the Year is 

East Grand Rapids 

High School’s Jennie 

Frazier, this year’s 

Guateventura and next 

year’s Ecuaventura lead 

educator. 

 Galapagos Islands on 

the horizon. 

REFLECTIONS  

EDUCATIONAL    

TRAVEL THAT MAKES 

A DIFFERENCE— 

THE HOST WAY! 

 HOST co-founders, Lee Ann 

Silva, MEd & Yas Silva, PhD. 



HOST’s Pura Vida BioCAP 

directors, husband and wife 

team, Gina Hupton and Chad 

Johnson, have been exploring 

and studying  the natural world 

together for more than a dec-

ade. While they were graduate 

students in Ecology, Evolution 

and Behavior, the pair pursued 

independent research on the 

mating behavior of fishing 

spiders,  red-winged blackbirds 

and Monarch butterflies.   

Gina and Chad love to extend 

their passion for science and an 

appreciation for biodiversity to 

students of all ages. Their in-

vestigations have taken them 

across many biomes in North 

America and tropical ecosys-

tems in Peru and Costa Rica. 

Gina has lived and conducted 

research in several Central 

American locations, such as 

the Smithsonian Institute in 

Panama. She participated in 

two formal extended courses in 

tropical ecology in Costa Rica. 

Her undergraduate thesis was 

on the behavior of the Hoff-

mann's woodpecker in Monte-

verde. Gina's interest in teach-

ing and learning has helped 

foster her commitment to im-

proving science literacy in our 

society. She now devotes her-

self to ecology and sustainabil-

ity education at ASU and K-12 

schools across the Phoenix 

Valley. 

 

As an ASU faculty member, 

Chad has led courses in animal 

behavior and ecology for nine 

years.  In addition, he has col-

laborated with over 30 under-

graduates and high school stu-

dents in his research program, 

which focusses on the behav-

ioral ecology of urban and de-

sert organisms, including black 

widow spiders. His research 

team regularly visits local K-12 

classrooms and community 

venues to share his work with 

the public. 

ment and culturo-linguistic 

immersion curriculum to be 

used within the classroom. 

Monthly discussions revolving 

around global citizenry devel-

opment, culture-specific cele-

brations and environmental 

issues engage students from 

both institutions and foster a 

pre-travel bond. “GCC allows 

A new pre-programming ele-

ment for HOST this year, 

Global Citizen Cyberpals 

(GCC), allows HOST students 

to connect with their pro-

gram’s sister school’s students 

online before they meet in 

person. GCC can be run as an 

extra-curricular club or as part 

of a global citizenry develop-

students to build culture-

specific pre-program 

knowledge by better under-

standing educational, socio-

cultural and environmental 

concepts and challenges. They 

discuss their perspectives 

online and then connect in 

person,” states HOST co-

founder, Lee Ann Silva.  

New Pura Vida BioCAP directors  

Global Citizen Cyberpals (GCC) 
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A GCC student from the Semillas de Amor 

Children’s home develops computer literacy 

skills with tablets donated by HOST and 

East Grand Rapids High School. Having 

access to this technology allows Semillas and 

HOST students to maintain a cyber pal 

relationship beyond the program’s itinerary. 

HOSTanding Educator of  the Year 

This year’s HOSTanding Edu-

cator award goes to Jennie 

Frazier, previous Michigan 

State’s World Language Asso-

ciation president and current 

Spanish teacher at East Grand 

Rapids High School. Jennie’s 

involvement with HOST was 

crucial to the development of 

two new culturo-linguistic and 

collaborative action project-

based programs: Guateventura 

and Ecuaventura. Her dedica-

tion to meaningful educational 

travel and her commitment to 

full Spanish immersion  

programming is outstanding. 

HOST is sincerely honored to 

work with such a stellar educa-

tor. Stay tuned for news of her 

upcoming Ecuaventura pro-

gram. (See Jennie at left with 

her Guateventura group at the 

Tikal Ruins site in Guatemala.)  



Corporate Social and Environmental Responsibility Updates 

HOST-faculty-designed-tool assesses Global Citizenry Development 

Student Reflections by HOST student, Jenna Riggs 

This was another great year for deepening 

established ties and developing new con-

nections with socially-conscious and envi-

ronmental protection-based organizations 

in the Americas.  

Sustainable programming elements in 

Peru included: literacy development pro-

jects and continued quake-safe wall-

building at the San Lorenzo School and 

donations at El Hogar San Pedro girls’ 

home in Cuzco.  

HOST’s first Guateventura program led 

to the donation of tablets to the Semillas 

de Amor Children’s home outside of Anti-

gua, Guatemala.  

Profit sharing practices for Nica Mundo 

contributed to donated school supplies 

and sports gear to Casa Xalteva, an organi-

zation that offers after school activities 

and academic support for children in need 

in Granada, Nicaragua. Discussions on 

additional profit sharing are currently un-

derway between the board of directors of 

Granada-based Pulsera Project, a non-

profit organization promoting socio-

economic progress in the region through 

fair trade artisan bracelet sales.   

Collaborations with Costa Rican–based 

NGOs remain strong. Partnerships with 

the Danaus Ecocenter and the Asis Insti 

learning, or the exciting volun-

teer opportunities.  I fell in 

love with Granada and the 

school, Casa Xalteva.  I loved it 

so much that I went back and 

spent my summer of 2014 

down there as a Social Work 

intern!  

I am now a triple major in So-

ciology, Social Work, and 

Spanish.  I hope to someday be 

able to run an organization that 

plans trips for students to get a 

similar experience as I received 

because I think it is so valua-

ble, and I want others to have 

this opportunity as well! 

 

- HOST’s University of Wis-

consin Colleges Nica Mundo 

Participant, Jenna Riggs. 

My experience with HOST has 

been one that I will never for-

get.  Through the language 

learning and volunteering, it 

helped confirm what I want to 

do in life, help others.   

It would be impossible for me 

to choose one memory that 

would be my favorite memory 

from my trip because I loved 

every aspect of it: the host 

family stay, the fun language 

students, will be discussed in 

its entirety at an exhibitor and 

academic session in ACTFL. 

Analysis of self-perceived 

GCD growth showed signifi-

cant increases in elements of 

GCD, such as cultural compe-

tence, which increased on an 

average of 210% for all pro-

This year, in collaboration with 

faculty at Arizona State Uni-

versity and UW-Colleges, 

HOST’s Reflection Journal and 

Guide (RJaG), an educational 

tool HOST’s lead educators 

can use to measure the self-

perceived global citizenry de-

velopment (GCD) of their 

gram participants. Overall 

GCD, including culturo/

histiorical growth, linguistic 

competence and confidence, 

interest in global topics and 

international service was docu-

mented at increasing by an 

impressive 57%. Interested 

educators can join HOST  and  

“I hope I can study abroad again, 

and hope that experience can live 

up to this one.” 
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several HOST lead educators in 

a complete discussion of  the 

RJaG and the ideal program con-

text in this year’s ACTFL exhibi-

tor’s workshop and academic 

session (See pg. 4). Further dis-

cussion on related topics will 

continue at AATSP in July of 

2015.  

tute continue to engage students in native 

tree reforestation and wildlife rehabilita-

tion.  

Upcoming highlights include connections 

with ASU’s Thunderbird’s School of Glob-

al Management’s DreamBuilders, a project 

that supports women’s entrepreneurship in 

Peru. In Ecuador, 10% of program earn-

ings will go toward the Charles Darwin 

Research Station on the Galapagos Islands. 

HOST’s repeat CAP site schools and or-

phanages throughout the Americas will 

continue to benefit from 10% profit shar-

ing practices throughout 2015 and beyond. 



HOST 
REFLECTIONS 2014  

This year HOST will present in both the academic and exhibitor's venues. Sign up to 

attend by visiting the links below. Workshop attendees will receive an invite to HOST's 

annual "Charlas con Vino" in the Courtyard San Antonio Riverwalk's Lobby Bar where 

you can enjoy a complimentary drink and connect with colleagues of similar education-

al travel mindset. More details at HOST’s exhibitor’s workshop. 

Saturday 2pm inWorkshop Room #1: 

ACTFL workshop: E61 Maximizing the Study Abroad and Educational Travel Experi-

ence: https://www.facebook.com/events/1405652369714659 

Sunday, 11:15am in Room 216 B: 

ACTFL Academic Session 756: Culturo-linguistics, Metacognition and Global Citizenry 

Development Abroad: https://www.facebook.com/events/1480616272155662  

 

ACTFL 2014 Line-up and AATSP in July of  2015 

www.facebook.com/handsonspanishtravel 

www.youtube.com/handsonspanishtravel 

Comments/Questions?  

Contact Lee Ann Silva:  

director@hands-onspanish.com or 765-418-2518 

Hands-on Spanish Travel (HOST)  
www.hands-onspanish.com 

HOST’s Mission: To provide unparalleled high-impact immersion travel experiences for 

secondary and post-secondary students that lead them to assimilate into the target culture 

as global citizens and collaboratively drive sustainable socio-educational progress through-

out developing communities in the Spanish-speaking Americas and Spain. 

New Programming for 2015 

HOST will add a new 11-day, CAP-based 

program to its 2015 line-up: ¡Buena Onda!—
an Argentina-based program that includes all 
the classic HOST Way elements: homestays, 
sister school and NGO collaborations through 
CAPs and sustainable culturo-historical, 
adventure and eco-tourism programming.  
Stay tuned for program updates: www.hands-onspanish.com 

See us in 2015 at...  

https://www.facebook.com/events/1405652369714659
https://www.facebook.com/events/1480616272155662

