
Uniting two schools from two 

cultures is no easy task, but con-

necting students with a common 

goal of making the world a better 

place leaves a lasting impact on the 

lives of all involved, particularly  

the lives of communities on the 

receiving end of HOST's Collabo-

rative Action Project (CAP) travel 

model.  

 

This past July, 36 students, parents 

and educators traveled from East 

Grand Rapids  High School 

(EGRHS) to meet with their sister 

school, Colegio Becquerel, and 

host families in Quito. Both 

schools are International Baccalau-

reate (IB) schools and agreed to 

participate in HOST's CAP model. 

Students from EGRHS lived with 

the families of students at Colegio 

Becquerel, engaged in cultural 

activities at Colegio Becquerel, 

traveled around Quito and partici-

pated in two CAPs: 1) Escuela 

Granja: Participating in activities 

with children with cancer and 2) 

an environmental activity at 

Itchimbia Park. The program end-

ed on the Galapagos, where stu-

dents volunteered at the Charles 

Darwin Research Station, explored 

Santa Cruz and other islands, went 

snorkeling, hiked with the Giant 

Tortoises, Explored ancient lava 

tubes and much more! This pro-

gram is one of HOST's full-circle 

programs, which means that it is 

now Colegio Becquerel's turn to 

come to the United States this 

February on our USA Academy 

program.  

 

Our end-of-program questionnaire 

results are in for Ecuaventura and 

we're delighted. Take a look and 

see for yourself the impact this 

type of immersion-centered, CAP-

enriched, science-meets-spanish 

sister school program has on its 

participants...Did we lose you on 

that sentence??? Sorry. But not 

really. THIS. PROGRAM. DOES. 

IT. ALL. The best way. 

#TheHOSTWay 

HOST Celebrates its First Sister School Program in Ecuador 

This year is HOST’s 10th Anniver-

sary, so it has been a lovely time of 

reflection and adventure!  

Looking back at how we started in 

2006 with one program destina-

tion, and now seeing 13 great 

opportunities for high-impact 

student travel certainly feels good. 

Over the past 10 years our school 

groups have donated over 20K to 

various HOST collaborative action 

project (CAP) sites and since we 

started our profit sharing program 

four years ago, HOST has donated 

over 10K of its earnings to the 

same CAP sights and scholarships 

for girls and minorities interested 

in STEM-related fields. Uniting 

schools in the USA with other 

schools and communities in need 

abroad has been such a meaning-

ful and enriching experience for 

us. Thank you to all who have 

joined us along the way. To all 

those who advocate for global 

citizenry development and making 

the world a better place: thank you 

for making it a HOSTanding dec-

ade for us and all those positively 

impacted by #TheHOSTWay! 
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Newsletter Highlights 
 

 HOST celebrates 10 years 

of successful programs 

this November! 

 Students volunteer on the 

Galapagos Islands. 

 The 2016 HOSTanding 

Educator of the Year is 

Spanish teacher, Sarah 

Victoria. Congrats, Sarah! 

 HOST ‘s Adelante      

Scholarship recipient gives 

advice to other girls and 

minority students        

interested in a future in 

STEM. 

 HOST to engage in profit 

sharing with out-bound 

program lead teachers 

starting in 2017. 

 Full-ride USA Academy 

teacher scholarship     

available in 2017. 

REFLECTIONS  

HOST co-founders 

Lee Ann Silva, MEd  

Yas Silva, PhD 

Sincerely, LA and Yas Silva 

HOST Sister School Students in Quito, Ecuador 



demic/career-related path? 

My experience at Space Camp has 
opened many new doors to me. After 
camp, I knew that I had to be a part of 
the progression of the program so I can 
expand my knowledge outside of what I 
already know. So I hope to return again. 
Thanks to the Space Camp, I am confi-
dent in my academic career and where 
I’m going to be in the future.  

Adelante means moving forward. 
What advice can you give to other 
girls and/or minority students, 
interested in STEM-related career 
paths? 

The advice I can give to girls and minori-
ty students is, if you want something to 

happen, you have to put your heart and 

soul into it. Even if someone tells you 
that you can’t do this or that, as long as 
you try your hardest, you will be success-
ful in achieving your goals. In the end, 
all you can do is try and see if you’re 
successful, so why not give it your all?  

Mikayla Bridges was HOST’s inau-
gural Adelante  Scholarship recipi-
ent. She is a very bright 8th grade 
student at Hillcrest Middle School 
in Glendale, Arizona, who antici-
pates a career in Space Explora-
tion. We look forward to hearing 
of her future adventures and many 
successes. ¡Siempre adelante, Mi-
kayla!    

Photograph: Mikalya  Bridges 
(center) accompanied by her par-
ents, STEM teacher, assistant 
principal and HOST co-founders. 

care for low-income families. She 

not only accomplished all these 

tasks, but did so with unprece-

dented organizational skills and 

enthusiasm.  She even coordinated 

to take her student group, student 

ambassadors and host families to 

the Grand Canyon! The sense of 

community she was able to facili-

tate among the school, host fami-

lies and HOST students was im-

pressive, and an element of the 

program that our students contin-

ue to discuss nearly a year after her 

Q&A with HOST’s First Adelante Scholarship Recipient 
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HOSTanding Educator of  the Year: Sarah Victoria 

program—evidence that her direc-

torship will leave a lasting impres-

sion on the students under her 

care. 

Sarah’s plans to encourage inter-

cultural connections do not stop in 

the USA, however, as she has 

hopes to take her students to Peru 

on HOST’s sister school program, 

Yanapanakuy. This will allow her 

students to work on a CAP with 

their Peruvian sister school friends 

at a nearby shanty town school, 

live with host families, travel 

the Sacred Valley of the Incas and 

explore one of the famous New 

World Wonders, Machu Picchu.  

Sarah is certainly a HOSTanding 

educator, and very deserving of 

this year’s award! We look forward 

to working with her and her stu-

dents for years to come.  

¡Estamos tan felices de tenerte en la 

familia HOST, Sarita! 

(Above right: Sarah with HOST’s 

Peru director, her students and 

host families.) 

This past Summer HOST coordi-

nated a Space Camp program for a 

local Middle School and student 

Mikayla Bridges won  HOST’s 

Adelante essay contest, earning a 

$600.00 scholarship to participate 

in the U.S. Space & Rocket Cen-

ter’s week-long Space Academy in  

Huntsville, Alabama. Hear what 

she has to say about her experi-

ence in a recent interview conduct-

ed this October: 

How has your experience at Space 

Camp impacted your current aca-

demic path/career aspirations? 

Spanish teacher, Sarah Victoria, 

(seen above left) is this year’s 

HOSTanding Educator of the 

year. Sarah received her first 

group of HOST’s USA Academy 

students from Peru this year as a 

first-time school site and host 

family director. Her main respon-

sibilities included finding school-

based host families, assisting with 

class schedules and coordinating 

collaborative action projects 

(CAPs) at a nearby community 

center that provides after school  



Socio-educational and Environmental Responsibility Updates 

What is Full Circle Programming? 

This year’s programming had a strong 

environmental and socio-educational im-

pact on various institutions primarily  in 

Ecuador and Arizona.  

Ten percent of HOST’s Ecuaventura  earn-

ings were split between two institutions in 

Ecuador: The Cecilia Rivadeneira Founda-

tion’s Escuela Granja in Quito, a school 

for children with cancer, and the Charles 

Darwin Research Station on the Galapa-

gos Islands.  

In the USA, HOST’s profit sharing prac-

tices were put to use with 10% of program 

earnings donated to a local school that 

hosted USA Academy students. This 

money was donated for the purpose of 

funding continued and new global citizen-

ry development-centered programs at the 

school.  

In recent discussions with Mark McCall, 

Arizona’s Deputy Associate Superinten-

dent for Educator Excellence, HOST ad-

ministration learned more details regarding 

the State’s plans to remedy the current 

teacher shortage crisis in Arizona. HOST 

leadership felt that the State’s Educator 

Retention and Recruitment Task Force is 

not acting fast enough, however. “We 

started the 2016-2017 school year over 

2,000 teachers short. Our educators are  

needed intercultural knowledge and colle-
giality to provide ample scaffolding for 
their CAPs and immersion experiences 
once they finally meet in person.  
 
Take a look at this particular bilingual ex-
change regarding global citizenry: 
 
Student A: Espero que todos estén bien después 
del terremoto. Estamos pensando de ustedes. Me 
gustaría ser una ciudadana global porque me 
encantaría ayudar a otras personas alrededor el 
mundo y aprender de otras culturas. I also think 
that it is important for people to travel and im-
merse themselves in other cultures because it makes 
people more open-minded, and they can experience 
something they haven't experienced before.  
 
Student B: Global Citizenry Development to me 
means to spread the idea that, despite our nation-
alities, we should care about the reality that in-
volves other nations. As young people we have the 
capacity to change the way new generations might 
look at international relationships, not only politi-
cally talking but also environmental and social 
topics that are changing our world, we can make it 
a better place by considering the help some coun-
tries like Haiti or Siria may need. Personalmente 
me gustaria ser voluntaria en algun pais de Medio 
Oriente, y tambien tener la oportunidad de unir 

Full circle programming with HOST is a 
unique opportunity for educators to estab-
lish long-term intercultural ties through a 
pre-travel global citizenry cyberpal pro-
gram (GCC) and educational travel pro-
grams that include service learning 
(HOST’s Collaborative Action Projects
(CAPs)), homestays and sustainable tour-
ism. Generally, schools traveling to Latin 
America participate in June and July for 
ten to eleven-day programs, while schools 
visiting the USA stay for four weeks in 
January and/or February. School A visits 
school B one year and then school B visits 
school A the next. 
 
Often times teachers in the USA who 
have taken students abroad with HOST 
are hired as directors to receive interna-
tional student groups at their own schools. 
A list of primary directorship responsibili-
ties can be seen in the HOSTanding Edu-
cator of the Year article on page two. 
 
HOST’s GCC program allows students 
and educators from both schools to con-
nect with each other months before they 
travel, allowing them to get to know one 
another, share cultural knowledge and 
explore topics of global citizenry--building 
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terribly underpaid and overworked, many 

working two or three extra jobs to make 

ends meet. Now they are leaving the State 

and, in many cases, the profession all to-

gether” stated HOST co-founder, Lee Ann 

Silva. In an act to support teachers who 

remain dedicated to their profession, 

HOST put in place new profit-sharing poli-

cies for out-bound programs, that, effective 

in 2017, will support lead educators, allo-

cating 5% of program earnings for lead 

teachers and 5% for Collaborative Action 

Project partners. “Our students need dedi-

cated teachers, and our dedicated teachers 

deserve more. We knew we needed to do 

our part” stated Silva.  

mi pasion por el cine con la realidad de estos paises 

para expandir a traves del mundo lo que pasan las 

personas que habitan ahi.  

These monthly exchanges provided an op-

portunity for sister school students to con-

nect on various social, cultural, economic 

and environmental issues in meaningful 

ways. Below: Students from Quito and East 

Grand Rapids Michigan volunteer together 

at a school for children with cancer.  



HOST 
REFLECTIONS 2016  

Ten Top Pictures from Ten Top Years! 

www.facebook.com/handsonspanishtravel 

www.youtube.com/handsonspanishtravel 

Comments/Questions?  

Skype: host-usa 

Email: director@hands-onspanish.com  

 

Hands-on Spanish Travel (HOST)  
www.hands-onspanish.com 

 

HOST’s Mission: To provide unparalleled high-impact immersion travel expe-

riences for secondary and post-secondary students that lead them to assimilate into 

the target culture as global citizens and collaboratively drive sustainable socio-

educational progress throughout developing communities around the World.  

Looking Ahead  

HOST’s main focus in 2017 will be to expand current sister school partnerships  

between Arizona schools and Latin America. This November HOST will present to 

the Arizona Board of International Baccalaureate Schools to introduce the IB     

InterCAS/CAP sister school model that has proven time and time again to be a    

life-transforming experience. To continue in-bound efforts for full-circle program-

ming, HOST will be working with leadership from La Asociación de Colegios Partic-

ulares Amigos (ADECOPA), a group of 26 private schools in Peru, to offer our first 

teacher scholarship for a USA Academy exploratory program in which one lucky 

ADECOPA teacher will travel to Arizona, free of cost, to experience seminars,   

workshops, sister school visits, tours of the sunshine state and meet with host fami-

lies—the core objective being to establish a sound foundation for the lead teacher to 

return to ADECOPA and gather his/her first Arizona-bound student group. 

COSTA RICA 

COSTA RICA GUATEMALA NICARAGUA PERU 

PERU PERU PERU ARIZONA 

ECUADOR 


